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AGREE                                 DISAGREE

ÅAdults, such as parents and teachers, 
often don’t listen to teenagers.

ÅMost teenagers don’t care about 
political and social issues.

ÅThere are many ways I can participate 
in the political process, even though 
I’m not old enough to vote.



AGREE                                 DISAGREE

ÅFederal, state, and local government 
officials should consult people our age on 
the decisions they make.

ÅThe voting age should be raised – most 
eighteen year olds don’t know enough to 
be able to vote.

ÅMost politicians care very much whether 
young people (18-22 year olds) vote.





ÅWhat is this question asking?

Å If you answer “yes” to this question, can 
you still submit this form?

ÅWhat does that mean?  How does this 
form now affect each of you who are 16 
years-old or soon to be 16?





b/Ωǎ tǊŜ-Registration Law

ÅOn August 10, 2009 a piece of landmark legislation was passed 
by the NC General Assembly.

ÅA bipartisan bill was adopted that allows 16 and 17 year olds to 
pre-register to vote.

ÅThis means that when you apply for a driver’s license, you can 
pre-register to vote! 

Å If you pre-register, you will be automatically registered to vote 
shortly before you turn 18 and will then be able to vote.

ÅThe hope is that this law will add thousands of young people to 
the voter rolls and boost voter education                                                     
and voter turnout in NC.

ÅThe law is effective January 1, 2010.



b/Ωǎ tǊŜ-Registration Law

ÅThe law also requires county boards of elections to conduct 
registration drives at high schools each year, and it broadens 
existing requirements for civics teachers to teach students 
about voting and the registration process. 

ÅNorth Carolina is only one of three states with a law like this. 
Only two other states – FL and HI – allow 16 and 17 year-olds to 
pre-register!

What does this say about our                                                              

state’s concern for youth voice?



Voter Registration in NC

ÅRegistration among youth is significantly lower than it is 
for other age groups. 
ïMore than 80% of adult citizens over 40 are registered to 

vote in North Carolina. 
ïLess than 60% of eligible voters ages 18-24 are registered 

to vote in North Carolina.

Why do you think so few young people                              
register to vote?

In addition to the pre-registration law,                                                      
what could be done to encourage youth                   
to register?



Why Should 

YOUth 
Pre-Register 

& Vote?



The youth vote is sadly underestimated by  
party analysts.

Å Yes, it is true, the trend analysts who tell party spin-doctors where to 
target their advertising dollars and public relations efforts traditionally 
overlook the youth market. Why? 

Å Because the sad reality is that election year after election year the 
percentage of eligible youth who actually register and vote is small 
when compared with other demographics (though this did change a 
bit in 2008!).

Å This doesn't mean the youth market isn't a force, just that it isn't a 
main motivator in the drafting of campaign platforms and pre-election 
advertising. 

Å So, like any self-respecting rebellious young person the natural thing 
to do is go against the grain and do the unexpected. Keep them on 
their toes, shock them into the 21st century and get out, register, and 
vote! 



The biggest election issues often directly
effect the youth of the nation 

ÅWhat are some issues that you care about?
ï Your school?  Education funding?

ïWhether you will have a job with you graduate?

ïWhether and where the US engages in war?

ï Homelessness?

ï Gang violence?

ï Funding for recreation centers and parks?

ï The environment?

Å These are just a few of the current topics that directly effect the 
quality of your life RIGHT NOW.  And these are all topics our 
government officials (that you ELECT) make decisions regarding. 

Å If you don’t register and vote, you effectively kiss away your ability to 
have any influence as to how these issues play out in your world!  (The 
world YOU will be in charge of sooner than later.)



The only way democracy works is if citizens,   
young and old, are active participants. 

Å You’ve heard it before…you may think it’s “hokie”…but it’s TRUE.

Å A government by the people, for the people just can't work without 
the people. This is a simple fact. Like a car without an engine, or a 
computer without a hard drive, a democracy without voters is just a 
shell with no power. 

ÅWhile it is easy to say "one vote doesn't make a difference" the reality 
is that every vote counts... have you heard of Florida? 

Å Also you have to remember that as an individual your vote may seem 
to be little more than a whisper - but when your vote is combined 
with the votes of others who share your views, it becomes a loud 
voice. The more like-voters there are the louder that voice yells. 

Å So get out there and make the youth vote be heard!



LŦ ȅƻǳ Řƻƴϥǘ ǾƻǘŜ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ŎƻƳǇƭŀƛƴ ŀōƻǳǘ   
government decisions you don't like. 

Å You’re a teenager – admit it, you like to complain, right?

Å If you don't register and vote, you really have no right complaining 
about anything the government does.

Å Not voting is like saying you don't care how your country is run.  If you 
don't care, where do you get the idea that you can whine when 
something happens that you don't like? 

ÅWant the right to complain when TPTB (the powers that be) make a 
truly terrible decision? Then you must exercise your right to register 
and vote. 

ÅMaybe your vote could keep someone who would make terrible 
decisions from being elected to being with!



Bottom line: you should vote because you can.

Å It’s nearly impossible for us to imagine a time when people, 
based on their gender or race, were not allowed to vote.  We are 
lucky that people who lived before us in the country fought (and 
many died) so that we all have the right to register and vote.

ÅWhy did they fight for this right?  Because people want to shape 
their future and not be powerless.

ÅBelieve it or not, young people just like you in other countries 
actually fight and even die for this right; a right that so many 
youth in democratic nations take for granted. 

ÅYou should vote because you can, if you don't you may one day 
wake up in a country where you can't. It can (and has) 
happened. Enough said.



"Tired of your views being ignored? 
Voting is your chance to be heard and to 
make a difference. If everyone came out 
to vote on Election Day, it would mean 
that each person in this country is being 
heard, that everyone's opinion counts, 
regardless of age, whether he is 18 or 89. 
That's how change happens - express 
your views at the ballot box."

Congressman George Miller, Committee Chairman on 
Education and Labor


